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on the Public Works debt is mainly met by
the revenue derived from the works them-
selves. Usually there is a surplus yield from
these works, which means that there is a slight
diminution of the total tax burden ; rarely
(twice only in the eleven years 1898-1908)
is there a deficit involving a small addition to
the public burdens.

Public opinion in the United Kingdom is
averse to the idea of the Government under-
taking commercially profitable public works,
it being generally assumed that if really likely
to be profitable they will be better left to
private enterprise.1 An exception has been
made in the case of the Post and Telegraph
services, in the interests of regularity and
uniformity, and private companies are not
allowed in this to compete against the
Government. This policy is rarely criticised,

1 Similarly there is always much unwillingness to call upon
the Government to finance institutions of a philanthropic
type, groups of interested people usually preferring that
the economic wastage commonly associated with taxation and
official administration should be avoided by the substitution
of direct co-operative action. These differences of public
sentiment and national temperament have made it difficult
in the past for British officials to satisfy completely the
desires of peoples whose traditions on these points are
fundamentally different.